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TENNYSON SAID: 


“More things are wrought by prayer 
than this world dreams of.” 


Ta 


CET PRE Beee 


1855: 


In Barnet, England, Miss Emma Roberts 
invited some of her friends on Saturday 
evenings, to pray for young women. They 
catalogued them into nine classes, with 
“Our Princesses” at the top and “The 
Heathen” at the bottom. 


Four years later, in 1859, they adopted the 
name—“Young Women’s Christian Asso- 
ciation.” 


In London, England, Lady Kinnaird reor- 
ganized 4 Home where nurses had boarded 
and prepared for sailing to the Crimean 
hospitals to work under Florence Nightin- 
gale, into a Home for all girls. 

Her daughter explained that “Ladies did 
not do much with making and seconding 
motions—they had a cup of tea together, 
talked about things, prayed over them, and 
then did what seemed best.” 

So there are no minutes to prove dates and 
resolutions. This was called “General 
Female Home and Training Institution.” 
In 1877 these two groups united under the 
name of—Young Women’s Christian Asso- 
ciation—having the double foundation of 
Prayer and Works. 


Religious revival in America with three 
outstanding characteristics: 

1, Prayer Circles, 

2. Unity of Christians of Dif- 

ferent Denominations, 

3. Women Assuming Leadership. 
A gentleman wrote that “the help of the 
pious female should not be spurned.” 
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A charming young woman named Mrs. 
Marshall O. Roberts led one of the prayer 
circles that winter in New York City. 


The Y. M.C. A., six years old, was holding 
similar meetings in other churches, so the 
women decided to form a Ladies Christian 
Association and they made Mrs. Roberts 
the first directress. This was on November 
24th, 1858. 


In New York City—the first extension work- 
noon meetings in a tract house and hoop 
skirt factory. 


June ist—New York City, a house was 
hired on West 3rd Street for $850.00 a year 
and opened as a Boarding Home. Twenty- 
one used it the first year. 


March 3rd, Boston. Thirty women met at 
the house of Mrs. Henry F. Durant and 
adopted a Constitution, under the name of 
the Boston Young Women’s Christian Asso- 
ciation. 

The object was the “Temporal, moral and 
religious welfare of young women who are 
dependent on their own exertions for sup- 
port.” 


Mrs. Durant, whose husband founded Wel- 
lesley College, was elected President, and 
two rooms secured in the Congregational 
House. 


Miss Mary Foster was the General Secre- 
tary,“with a heart at leisure from itself, to 
soothe and sympathize.” She was an able 
friend and advisor to the many girls who 
came to the rooms for luncheon, rest and 
companionship. 
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Boston dedicated a Boarding Home costing 
$40,000.00, one of the subscribers being 
Professor Henry W. Longfellow. 


November 1st, Buffalo organized the Wo- 
men’s Christian Association, the eleventh 
in the United States. Mrs. Emmor Haines, 
a Quakeress, was the first President. 


The women, under the name of Union Mis- 
sion Sunday School Aid Society, had been 
meeting in the Y. M. C. A. building to sew 
for needy women and children, so that they 
could attend Mr. Marcus Comstock’s Sun- 
day School on Sixth Street. During the 
winter of 1870-1871 the Rev. Grosvenor R. 
Heacock of Lafayette Presbyterian Church, 
gave the rent of a room on Pearl Street. 


In the Fall, a house, No. 102 Pearl Street, 
was rented, and a woman allowed to live 
there to keep the place in order. Applica- 
tions soon came in from girls without homes, 
and the Directors furnished a few rooms, 
thus starting a Boarding Home. 


In the Spring, rented a house at 341 Wash- 
ington Street, northeast corner of North 
Division, later bought by Miller & Greiner. 


Jn the Fall, moved to Ellicott Street near 
Clinton. 


Women's Christian Association of Buffalo 
incorporated. Articles of Association, filed 
in Erie County Clerk’s Office September 10, 
1874. 


April—bought a house on Ellicott Street, 

southeast corner of Eagle, for $8000.00. 

Money loaned by Mrs. George C. White. 
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The Home at Ellicott and Eagle Streets 
became too small, and the Advisory Com- 
mittee thought best to make plans for a new 
building. 

Mr. George Wadsworth was made Chair- 
man of a building Committee. 

Three lots on Niagara Square were bought. 
A new home was Built for $48,000.00. The 
Home was half of what was to be completed, 
when the Hayes House, called the Annex, 
should be torn down and a new building 
put up there. The furnishings, costing 
$4,180.12, were given by Churches and 
individuals. 

May ist—moved into this new Home, and 
dedicated it on June 11th. 


In March our Association invited all the 
Charitable and Correctional Societies in 
Buffalo to a meeting in the new building, 
the object of which was to become better 
acquainted with each other’s work and to 
confer upon matters of mutual interest. 
The outgrowth of this meeting was the Con- 
ference of the Charities, in which about 
thirty organizations were represented. Later 
the name was changed to Social Welfare 
Conference. 
This organization was ended and a new one 
begun on April 11th, 1922; the name of 
which is the Council of Social Agencies. 
January—Mrs. John J. McWilliams elected 
President. Mrs. Emmor Haines was Hon- 
orary President until her death in 1899. 
May 1st—Travelers’ Aid Work started by 
our Women’s Christian Association and the 
Buffalo Deaconess Home. 
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January 28th—Mrs. Alfred G. Hauenstein, 
President until June 28th, when Mrs, Mc- 
Williams took the office for six months. 
January—Mrs. Hauenstein, President. 
Pan American Year—The Women’s Chris- 
tian Association operated a Lodging House 
for Women, near the Exposition Grounds. 


Mrs. McWilliams, President. 

Men were made Life Members by the pay- 
ment of $50.00. Two Presidents of the 
United States joined our Association—Mil- 
lard Fillmore and Grover Cleveland. Presi- 
dent Fillmore gave us $1,000.00 in his will. 


September 15th began activities in old 
Y. M. C. A. building at 19 West Mohawk 
Street. Miss Abigail L. Clark was the first 
General Secretary, Physical Director and 
Superintendent of the Home. 


December 15th-—Cafeteria started by Mrs. 
A. H. Whitford, Mrs. A. J. Robertson and 
Miss Clark. Thirty-five girls were served 
the first day. 


March 28th—The Directors voted to make 
an offer to the Y. M. C. A. of $90,000.00 for 
the property at 19 West Mohawk Street, 
with a request for an option until May 1st, 
1905; the purchase of the property to be 
conditional on the success of the canvass for 
$25,000.00 for funds to purchase and im- 
prove the building and $2,500.00 for current 
expenses for 1905. 

The building had been for twenty years, the 
home of the Y. M. C. A. and had now been 
used by the Y. W. C. A. for six months. 


September 1st—Miss Lillian E. Janes came 
as General Secretary. 
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1910- 
1911: 


Rooms were rented to business firms until 
needed by the Y. W. C. A. as its work 
increased. Gymnasium on third floor; three 
rooms on second floor used by Y. W. C. A. 


The first convention of the Y. W. C. A. of 
the United States of America, was held in 
New York City, on December 5-6th, under 
the leadership of Miss Grace Dodge. This 
was formed by the joining of two organiza 
tions—the International Conference of Wo- 
men’s Christian Associations and the Na- 
tional Association of Young Women’s Chris- 
tian Association of the United States, later 
called the American Committee. 

The Buffalo Association had been a member 
of the International Conference and since 
September, 1904 had called itself the Wo- 
men’s and Young Women’s Christian Asso- 
ciation. 

October 29, 1907, the Directors voted to 
make application to the eee Court of 
the State of New York to change the name 
from Women’s Christian Association of 
Buffalo to Young Women’s Christian Asso- 
ciation of Buffalo. This petition was grant- 
ed and took effect on January 25th, 1908. 
January 29th—-Miss Mary E. Prentiss, 
President. 

Our first High School Conference held at 
Niagara-on-the-Lake. 

Period of greatest expansion in membership 
and number of volunteer workers probably 
came about 1910, while Miss Prentiss was 
President and Miss Janes, General Secretary. 


Rented Summer Home at Athol Springs 
from the Fresh Air Mission. 
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Campaign for $50,000.00 raised $72,000.00. 
This was used to remodel the building at 
19 West Mohawk Street and buy the Sum- 
mer Home at Athol Spring, the latter costing 
$8,000.00. 


May Ist—The Travelers’ Lodge opened at 
138 Exchange Street, opposite Central Sta- 
tion. Mrs, D. G, Lane was the Director 
until it was closed in 1925. 


August—Miss Mary C. McCreery came as’ 


General Secretary. 


January—Mrs. G. Barrett Rich, Jr., Presi- 


dent.’ 


May 1st—South Side Branch opened at 
261 Triangle Street. 


January 25th—-On account of a fire here on 
January 22, 1917. South Side Branch moved 


to 780 Abbott Road, over a store. 
cay 10th—Mrs. Horace Reed, Presi- 


ent. 


February and March—-The Y. W. C. A. 
cooperated in Billy Sunday ees by 
iving full use of the building, furnishin, 
é e-cent lunches and holding meetings for 

business girls, 


December Ist—Miss Harriet Harrison came 
as General Secretary. 

During and following the war period, under 
the Presidency of Mrs. Reed and Mrs. Van 
Bergen, with Miss Harrison as General 
Secretary, was the time of the greatest ex- 
pansion in the program of the Y. W.C. A., 
the number employed on the staff being 
sixty or more, 
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Y. W. C. A. Woman's Hotel was opened 
in rented quarters at 19 Court Street. 


International Institute began work among 
foreign-speaking people. 

April—South Side Branch bought house at 
647 South Park Avenue, for $5,000.00. 
Later added a Recreation Hall at rear. 


Sold Athol Springs Summer Home for 
$9,250.00. Reel “Edelweiss” at Lake 
View for camp. 

January Ist—War Work Council of New 
York turned over to us the Kenmore Indus- 
trial Service Centre which is now the Ken- 
more Branch of the Y. W. C. A. at 2756 
Delaware Avenue. 

January 13th—-Mrs. Charles Van Bergen, 
President. 


February 1st—Travelers’ Aid Work trans- 
ferred to the National Travelers’ Aid organ- 
ization. 
October 1st—Bought “Forty Acres” camp 
at Farnham, on Lake Erie for $14,000.00, 
$5,000.00 of this being a gift from Mrs. 
Horace Reed. The owners had allowed us 
to use the property during the summer. 
Built a dormitory called “Joyce” in honor of 
Mr. William Joyce who given us a 
playhouse at Athol Springs. First occupied 
by Kenmore Girl Reserves July 23rd-28th. 
Entered the Joint Charities and Community 
Chest as one of the participating agencies. 
April to September—Miss Ida A. Jontz, 
Acting General Secretary. 
September Ist—Miss Amy Gordon Bruce 
came as City Executive, 
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February 6th—Mrs. Charles Van Bergen 
died. February 8th—-Miss Maude Royden 
of London, England, spoke at our Annual 
Meeting at Elmwood Music Hall. This 
was open to the public as a memorial tribute 
to Mrs. Van Bergen. 


February—Mrs, Frederick G. Sikes, Acting 
President. 


The Board voted to operate on a Metro- 
politan System, with committees of man- 
agement and a General Secretary in each of 
a four branches: Central at 19 West Mo 
hawk Street; Kenmore at 2756 Delaware 
Avenue, South Side at 647 South Park 
Avenue, and the International Institute at 
181 Franklin Street, with the Hotel, Resi- 
dence, Lodge and Camp, classed as centres; 
and the four city departments, Finance, 
Business and Industrial, Food-buying and 
Publicity. 

In March the revised Constitution was 
adopted by the membership at a called 
meeting 

The yearly budget had now reached approx- 
imately $366,636.00, the Association how- 
ever, being about 80% self-supporting. 


February—Mrs. William C. Davies, Presi- 
dent. 


Miss Amelia Stevenson gave Recreation 
Hall to camp in memory of her niece, Mrs. 
Charles Van Bergen. 


May—The International Institute moved 

to new quarters, the ground floor of the 

Annex of the Residence, 77 Niagara Street. 
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1924: December 23rd—Bought property at 245 


North Street of Mrs. John O. Adsit for 
new Home. The lot is 84 x 630 feet. Price, 
$62,500.00. 


The Home on Niagara Square is contracted 
to be sold for $270,000.00, final payment to 
be made in 1931. 


July—Started tearing down House at 245 
North Street, preparatory to building new 
Home which would accommodate 200 girls. 


June 13th—Cornerstone of new Residence 
at 245 North Street laid—exactly thirty- 
seven years and two days after the dedica- 
tion of the Home on Niagara Square. 


BUILDING COMMITTEE 


Mrs. Edward P. Lupfer, Chairman 
Mrs. Frederick G. Sikes Miss Helen Crosby 
Mrs. Arthur Hedstrom Mr. William R. Heath 
Mrs. Renwick R. Ross Mr. Ernest Montgomery 
Miss Alice Doyle Mr. Fenton Parke 
Mr. Clifford Hubbell 


FURNISHING COMMITTEES’ CHAIRMEN 


Mrs. Prederick G. Sikes, General Chairman 
LivingRoom . .  . Mrs. Edward A. Eisele 
Dining Room . . Mrs. Edward J. Barcalo 
Bedrooms. . . . . Miss Ruth Russell 
Matrons’ Quarters . Mrs, Charles C. Slaght 

Corridors 
Auditorium =. . Mrs. William H. Mansperger 
Electric Fixtures . Mrs. Frederick W. Danforth 
Cottage . . . . . Miss Alice Doyle 
Laundry . . .  . ~~ . Miss Mary Prentiss 
Infirmary - .  .  . Mrs. A. H. Cooke 
PartyRoom . .  . Mrs.G, Barrett Rich, Jr. 
Kitchen . . .  . Miss Mildred Tindell 
Grounds . . = . ~~. ~~) Mrs. Renwick R. Ross 
Finance . . . .  . Miss Helen Crosby 


STAFF AND PRESENT HOUSE COMMITTEE 


Mrs. Edward P. Lupfer, Chairman 
Mrs. John McF. Howie Mrs. Charles C. Slaght 
Mrs. Jesse C. Bowen Mrs. Frederick G. Sikes 
Mrs. E. J. Barcalo Mrs. H. C. Wadsworth 
Mrs. Rob't W. Gallagher Miss Ruth Russell 
Mrs, W. J. Hower Miss Nettie C. Nott 
Mrs. Sidney Kennedy — Miss Sophie Blakleslee 

Miss Mary W. Peter 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


. William C. Davies -  . «President 
. Lawrence H. Gardner . —_. Ist Vice-President 
(Representing International Institute) 
. Frank §. Fosdick . Second Vice-President 
(Chairman Central Branch) 
. Frank C. Densberger . Third Vice-President 
(Chairman Kenmore Branch) 

. Eric L. Hedstrom . Recording Secretary 
Miss Elizabeth Armstrong Corresponding Secretary 
Miss Helen Crosby . . . . Treasurer 
Mrs. Carlos C. Alden Mrs. Charles G. Berry 

Mrs. Myron P. Bush 
Mrs. Lewis H. Davis, Chairman, South Side Branch 
Mrs. Edward A. Eisele, Chairman, Hotel. 
Miss Grace Foster, Chairman, City Business and 

Industrial Department. 

Mrs. Lawrence E. Harmon, Chairman, Publicity. 
Mrs. Herbert A. Hickman, Chairman, Legislation 
Committee. 
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Mrs. John McF. Howie, Representing Residence. 

Miss Florence Lee, Chairman, Cafeterias. 

Mrs. Clarence 5. Marsh, Chairman, Annual Meet- 
ing. 

Miss Clara Payne, Chairman, Inter-racial Committee 

Mrs. W. Ward Plummer, Chairman, Camp. 

Mrs. G. Barrett Rich, Jr. 

Mrs. Hugh L. Russell 

Mrs. is E. Siegesmund, Chairman, World Fellow- 
ship.. 

Miss Clara, Ulbrich. 


TRUSTEES 


Mr. William R. Heath. 2 5). President 
Mr. Clifford Hubbell 2 2 |). Treasurer 


Mr. Fenton M. Parke Mr. H. Ernest Montgomery 
Mr. Edward A. Eisele Mr. Thomas R. Wheeler 


